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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 
December 8, 1970 


CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


SUBJECT: Presidential Trip to Africa 


The President is glad to know of your warm support of the 
idea of a trip to Black Africa, and does very much hope to 

. make such a trip at some time during his term of office. 
It is not, however, possible at this time to-block out even 
tentative dates when the trip might be made. The President 
therefore feels that it would be premature at this time to 
establish a group in the State Department to make recommen- 
dations on an African trip. Once planning dates can be set, 
we will rely on the Department for recommendations as to 
the itinerary, objectives, and precise timing of the visit. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ) 


WASHINGTON 
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CONFIDENTIAL OO 


Dece rl, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY KISSINGER 
FROM: Marshall Wright 


SUBJECT: Presidential Trip to Africa 


Secretary Rogers has asked the President's approval for the establish- 
ment of a group in the Department to make recommendations for a 
Presidential trip to black Africa abe... In accord with your 
instructions as relayed by Al Haigt™ ttached at Tab A is a memo 

from you to the Secretary saying that the President does hope to 

make the trip but thinks it is premature, at this stage, to set up 

a planning group. 


I'll raise the trip idea with you at a later date, but in the meantime 
you might want to store away the fact that by all odds the best time 
is late January to early March. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That you sign the memo to Secretary Rogers at Tab A. 
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T abe 
SECRET y 


S/S 14504 a October 27, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
SUBJECT: Possible Presidential Tour of Africa 
I warmly welcome the idea of your making an eventual 
tour of black Africa. 
While it may be too soon to block out firm dates for 
such a visit, I think it would be useful to start thinking 


at least about a proposed itinerary. 


If you agree, a group will be set up in the Department 
to work out appropriate recommendations. 


William P. Roge 
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MEMORANDUM 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
CONFIDENTIAL November 26, 1970 


NSC Log 23113 


MEMORANDUM FOR MARSHALL WRIGH 


FROM: Al Haig 
SUBJECT: Presidential Trip to Africa 

I've discussed your attached memo with Henry and we both agreed that, 
while the idea of a Presidential trip to Africa is a good one, we believe 
it is still much too early to press the President for dates. Bob 
Haldeman and HAK like to maintain firm control of trip planning here 
in the White House and I am quite confident they would not agree to 
assigning initial trip planning to the Department of State. 


I think it best to reply to the Secretary along the following lines: 


+r the President does hope to visit Africa at some time 
during his term in office; 


-- it is much too early to block out dates; 


-- the trip suggestion will be kept under active considera- 
tion; and 


-- once planning dates can be set we will welcome recom- 
mendations from State on itinerary and objectives. 


Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE (23113) 
CONFIDENTIAL ia Sc November 5, 1970 
MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY KISSINGER ACTION 
FROM: Marshall Wright yy 


SUBJECT: Possible Presidential Visit of Black Africa 


Attached is a self-explanatory memorandum to the President 
intended to permit us to do some sensible planning on a possible 
African trip, without committing the President in any way. The 
memo was generated by a memorandum from Secretary Rogers, but 
goes beyond the Secretary's recommendations in seeking Presidential 
consent to plan for the visit at a specific time. Without such, I do not 
see how the planning could be very useful or relevant. 


RECOMMENDATION 


That you sign the attached memorandum to the President (Tab 1) 
recommending a black Africa visit for early 1972, if the President 
wishes to visit Africa during his first term, and suggesting that the 
Secretary of State be authorized to set up a group to work with the 
NSC Staff on recommendations for such a visit. 


Attachment - Tab I. 


MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE (23113) 
CONFIDENTIAL ree 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ACTION 
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger 


SUBJECT: Presidential Visit to Africa 


You have several times expressed the hope of becoming the first 
American President to visit Black Africa. Secretary Rogers warmly 
welcomes the idea (Tab B) and suggests that a group be established at 
State to make tentative recommendations on the itinerary, etc. 


I, too, endorse the idea of a trip to Black Africa, where you can count 
on exuberant welcomes in places such as Addis Ababa and Kinshasa. 

But I see little point in starting to plan for the trip until we have at least 
a tentative approval from you on the timing. If you wish to try to do 

the African trip during your first term, I suggest we plan on early 1972. 
That timing should guarantee a maximum domestic impact, without 
seriously cutting into your heavy election-year schedule. Moreover, 
from late January to early March, you can count on relatively benign 
weather. 


Your approval of this timing would not, of course, commit you in any 
way ~- but it would permit sensible and specific advance planning of 
the trip, should you ultimately decide to go through with it. 


RECOMMENDATION 


That you authorize me to send the enclosed memorandum (Tab A) to 

the Secretary of State directing that a group be established by the Secretary 
to work with members of the National Security Council Staff on recom- 
mendations for a possible Presidential trip to Black Africa during early 
1972. 


Approve Disapprove . 


Attachments 


Tab A - Proposed memorandum to the Secretary of State. 
Tab B - Secretary of State's recommendation to the President, 
October 27. . a 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


MEMORANDUM FOR ye 


SUBJECT: Presidential Visit to Africa 
(Reference - Your memora 


President of Mctober 27, 1970) 


The President hopes to make rip to Black Africa sometime 
between late January and ears/y March 1972. In response to 
your memorandum, he therfore directs that you establish 

a group at the Departmenf/of State to work with members of 
the National Security Cofincil Staff to make recommendations 
for such a visit. y 
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Henry A. Kissinger 
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CONFIDENTIAL Novernber 26, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR MARSHALL WRIGHT 


FROM: Al Haty/ / | 


SUBJECT: Presidential Trip to Africa 


Ive discussed your attached memo with Henry and we both agreed that, 
while the idea of a Presidential trip to Africa is a good one, we believe 
it is still much too early to press the President fer dates. Bob | 
Haldeman and HAK like to maintain firm control of trip planning here 
in the White House and lam quite confident they would not agree to | 
assigning initial trip planning to the Department of State. | 


I think it beat to reply to the Secretary along the following lines; 


i+ the President dees hope to visit Africa at some time 
during his term in office; 


~* it ia much tee early to bleck out dates; 


«~+ the trip suggestion will be kept under active considera- 
tion; and 


Sent i eA Nn a a ce mm a 


~« once planning dates can be set we will welcome recom-~ 
mendations from State on itinerary and objectives. 


Attachment 


(23113) 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


CONFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY 
November 9, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL HAIG 
FROM : Bob Houdek | 
ZA 


suBIECT?/ Projected Presidential Trip to Africa 


I favor a trip by the President to Africa and share Marshall's view that 
ye best time for one would be sometime during the period December 1971- 
Miarch 1972, Ona continent where meetings and greetings so frequently - 
/substitute for substance, a Presidential trip would have tremendous posi- 
‘ tive impact. I do not believe, however, the President should commit 
himself to State on any dates at this time. Marshall, in the memorandum 
he drafted to the President from Henry states that ''the approval of this 
timing would not, of course, commit the President in any way, but would 
permit sensible and specific advance planning of the trip.'' Hogwash! 
Either Marshall is bureaucratically naive or in cahoots with AF. 


If we were to send a memo to State giving general planning dates and 

setting up a planning group, we would start the bureaucratic ball rolling 

and find ourselves locked into a trip ina short time. There undoubtedly 

would be leaks out of State that a trip was being planned. We would then 

come under pressure from virtually every African country to include 

them in the itinerary. | 


I consider it a serious mistake to give AF such an open ended mandate. 
Their plans will undoubtedly ossify into rather concrete proposals which 
we would then have to reject and/or modify with a good deal of broken 
crockery and strained relations (both with State and the Africans) enroute. 


I suggest the way to handle the Secretary's memo is to send a reply 
simply stating (1) that the President does hope to visit Africa at sorne 
time during his term in office; (2) it is still much too early to block out 
even planning dates; (3) the trip suggestion is being kept under active 
consideration; and (4) once tentative dates can be set we will welcome 
recommendations from State on ittinerary and objectives. 


CONFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY : 


CONFIDENTIAL -2- 
EYES ONLY 


If you and HAK agree with the foregoing, I recommend you ask 
Marshall to draft a response to Secretary Rogers memo along the 
above lines. 
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(23113) 


CONFIDENTIAL Novernber 5, 1978 
MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY KISSINGER AGTION 
FROM: Marshall Wright 


SUBJECT: Possible Fresidantial Visit of Black Africa 


Attached is a self-explanatory memorandum to the President 
intended to permit us te do some sansible plaaning on a possible 
African trip, without committing the President in any way. The 
meme was generated by a memorandum from Secretary Rogers, bat 
goes beyond the Secretary's recommendations in sceking Presidential 
consent to plan for the visit at a epeeific time. Without such, I do not 
see how the planning could be very usefal or relevant. 


ee ee memorandum te the President (Tab 1) 

womending a black Africa visit for early 1972, if the President 
cicca to visit Afvies during bis firat term, and suggesting that the 
Seeretary of State be authorized to set up a group te work with the 
NSC Staff on recommendations for auch a visit. 


Attachment ~ Tab I. 
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(23113) 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ACTION 
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger 
SUBJECT: Presidential Visit to Africa 


You have several times expressed the hope of hecorming the first 
American President to visit Black Africa. Secretary Rogers warmly 
welcomes the idea (Tab B) and suggests that a group be established at 
State te make tentative recommendations on the itinerary, etc. 


i, too, endorse the idea of a trip te Black Africa, where you can count 
on exuberant welcomes in places such as Addie Ababa and Kinshass. 

Hut | see little point in starting to plan for the trip until we have at least 
a tentative approval from you on the timing. If you wish to try to do 

the African trip during your first term, 1 suggest we plan on sarly 1972. 
That timing should guarantees a maximum domestic impact, without 
seriously cutting inte your heavy election-year achedule. Moreover, 
from late January to early March, you can count on relatively benign 
weather, 


Your appreval of this timing weuld not, of course, commit you in any 
way -- but it would permit sensible and specific advance planning of 
the trip, should you ultimately decide te ge through with it. 


That you authorize me to send the enclosed momorandum (Tab A) to 

the Secretary of State directing that s group be established by the Secretary 
to work with members of the National Security Council Staff on recom. 
maendations for a peasible Presidential trip te Black Africa during early 
1972. 


(23113) 


MEMORANDUM FOR 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SUBJECT: Presidential Visit to Africa 


(Reference - Your memorandum to the 
President of October 27, 1970) 


The President hopes to make s trip te Black Africa sometime 
between late January and early March 1972. in response te 
your memorandum, he therefore directs that you establish 

& group at the Department of State to werk with ssesagiepe of 
the National Security Councii Staff te make recommend: 

for such a visit. 


Henry A. Kissinger 


FER /MW right:ram 
11/5/78 


